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Introduction

Agricultural University of Tirana (AUT) is the most important higher education institution in
Albania that provides the future generations with relevant knowledge, sound expertise, and
appropriate skills to address this perspective and accompany the agricultural transformation.
AUT comprises thousands of enrolled students and several hundred staff members who teach
students and also conduct research on a wider range of topics in areas such as Agricultural
Science, Agricultural Economics, Agribusiness, Food and Nutrition, Forestry, Veterinary
Science, etc.

The mission of the AUT is focused on the need for the change and transformation and the
creation of real capacities worth to society. AUT is one of the most complete educational
centers in the country in terms of infrastructure and logistics capacity.

Considering the essential position that agriculture and rural development play in the Albanian
society — 50 percent of the 2.8 million inhabitants of the country live in rural arcas and almost
20 percent of the country’s GDP1, as well as more than 40 percent of overall employment relate
to the agricultural and food sector — the AUT can thus also be defined as a very crucial actor
for creating the model and transferring it to the society, in the center of which lies the promotion
of equality values, as well.

AUT complies with the principles of the European Charter for Higher Education based on the
European Credits Transfer System (ECTS) and the American Credit System (USCs). This has
enabled graduating students to obtain a diploma which is recognized worldwide, facilitating
this way study advancement and employability. Agricultural University of Tirana is committed
to remove all of the institutional, structural and individual discrimination that may contribute
to inequalities. AUT aims to create a more diverse and inclusive university environment and
through this document, intends to implement standards of individual rights and gender equality.

Qur commitment
The University is committed to embedding Gender Equality across all units and this plan

reflects its commitment and contribution toward the gender equality in higher education.
Agricultural University of Tirana (AUT), founded in 1951 is a public university composed of
565 staff out of which 57.8% are female and the rest male. Additionally, AUT has 301 academic
staff where 53% are female and 47% male. There are approximately 6500 enrolled in AUT, out
of which 55.4% are female and 44.6% are male. AUT consist of 5 faculties, structured in 21
constituent units.

The Law on Gender Equality (2008) in Albania has brought together and harmonized equality
legislation. Regarding AUT, the legislation reflects anti-discrimination in students and staff
related to age, disability, gender, marriage, pregnancy and maternity, race, sexual orientation,
religion and belief.

Gender inequalities situation in higher education in Albania can be measured by examining
indicators such as higher education students’ gender, degrees awarded and promotion to women

! Gross Domestic Production



each year, the levels of education attained by men and women and, lastly, the diffcrences
between the subjects studied by men and women. This document drafted as an action plan, aims
to serve to this purpose. In addition, this plan seeks to promote academic progress through
development of university equality policies combatting evident and hinted forms of
discrimination.

Through its objectives and specific actions, The Gender Equality Plan (GEP) of AUT aims to
overcome gender gaps and structural barriers in, learning, research and innovation and to create
a safe and inclusive environment for the university community.

This plan describes AUT approach and commitment to equal opportunities, encompasses the
grounds of gender discrimination and the social background. This document is based on three
main pillars:

1. Resources for implementing gender equality plan;
2. Monitoring and evaluation of gender equality dimension;
3. Training and awareness - raising actions on gender equality dimension.

The plan comprises objectives, activities and measurable indicators that the university will
implement during 2023-2025, the responsible bodies and persons for each activity, as well as
indicators and targets for each goal. The plan also addresses coherent measures aligned with
the Council of Europe Gender Equality Strategy [2018-2023] and the United Nations 2030
Sustainable Development Goals, as an instrument to help reverse social economic and
cultural inequalities and promote gender equality.

AUT gender Equality Plan composition and strategic goals

The core benefits of equality and diversity in higher education include, positive changes in the
quality of research and teaching, the improvement of the research and scientific performance
of the institution in a competitive environment, improved dialogue and exchange of ideas to
greater inclusiveness and a sense of community. Equality and diversity in the sciences and
higher education also reflect on people’s feelings of well-being at work and during their
academic path. Equality policies support the development of sound procedures and help create
a better working environment while also attracting and retaining academic talent.

The AUT focus of the Gender Equality Plan 2023-2025 is based on seven key priority areas:

: Gender equality in leadership and decision making

: Gender equality in recruitment, retention and career progression
: Work-Life balance and study-life balance

: Gender sensitive curricula and research

: Organizational culture, gender biases and stercotypes

: Gender based violence and sexual harassment

: Gender - sensitive data collection, access and processing
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